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THE CAMDEN PUBLIC LIBRARY 


By Minnie Carortuers, Librarian 


(There are times when those whose job it is to direct the affairs of large libraries tend 
to forget that sometimes excellent, perhaps even outstanding, work is done in very small 
libraries through the combination of a minimum of cash and a maximum of effort. Such 
a case is described in this article, which your editor presents with a feeling of pride in the 
profession he follows, a pride engendered by the knowledge that it contains people of the 
calibre of Mrs. Carothers, who not only love books and want to see them available to their 
fellow citizens, but are also resourceful and ingenious enough to see that their aims are 


realized. 


May your library grow and prosper, Mrs. Carothers! 


Our hat’s off to you and 


to those whose help you describe, and we truly wish you well!—RML) 


Many years ago a library was begun in 
Camden, Alabama, but this venture did not 
succeed. Various factors were involved in 
its failure, but, suffice it to say, when there 
has been one failure, it is not easy to get 
started again. 

However, Mrs. Max Baggett, a member 
of the Study Forum, a literary club of Cam- 
den, later became interested in the fact that 
very few reading facilities were accessible to 
the children of Camden, and for several 
years she kept bringing this fact before the 
public, especially before her own club. Fin- 
ally, her club decided to sponsor a library 
project. Other clubs were contacted in 1949 
to determine the amount of interest in a 
library. It was suggested that each club 
give $25.00 a year for three years. If, at 
the end of that time, the clubs felt that no 
advancement had been made, they could 
feel free to discontinue these yearly pay- 
ments. 

The majority of clubs in Camden agreed 
to give the $25.00. A Friends of the Library 
meeting was called for the purpose of elect- 
ing officers, adopting a Constitution and By- 
Laws, and electing a Librarian from the list 
of applicants. The Rev. Jack Bogie was 
elected chairman, but since he was able to 
serve only a short time, Mrs. Max Baggett 
served out his term and was elected for the 
second year. Mrs. Will Liddell and Mrs. 
Peyton Burford have served as Secretary 
and Treasurer respectively since the first 
meeting of the Friends of the Library in 
the spring of 1950. Mrs. R. R. Carothers has 
served as Librarian and has watched the li- 
brary grow in volume from 500 books to 
more than 2,000. 


The Library Board had no money during 
the first year except that given by the clubs. 
The Town Council gave a small amount at 
the beginning of the second year and in- 
creased its contribution during the third 
year. 

In the spring of 1953 the newly formed 
Kiwanis Club became most interested in the 
Camden Library, and ‘contacted a firm in 
regard to the selling of calendars called 
Birthday Calendars as a means of making 
money for the Library. For three years 
the Camden Library Board had been per- 
mitted by the American Legion to use a 
room in its home without any cost. Re- 
cently, however, as this home was bought 
to be used as a residence, the Board realized 
that differene accommodations would have 
to be sought. From time to time, money 
had been secured through the operation of 
concession stands at barbecues and _ ball 
games, and with the money so obtained, 
plus that from the sale of the calendars, the 
Board had enough on hand for a substantial 
down-payment on a building of their own. 


This building is located in the business 
section of town. It has two large rooms, a 
smaller room which the librarian uses as 
an office, and a bath. More shelves are 
being made for the increased number of 
books. Part of the inside has been repainted, 
with the hope that the remainder of the 
building can be painted later. 


When the first drive for books was made 
in 1950, several hundred books were ac- 
cessioned and prepared for use with the aid 
of George Johnson, from the State Library 
Service Division. Mr. Johnson worked with 
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» volunteer group for several weeks, and for 
this assistance the Library Board and the 
citizens of Camden have been most grateful. 

There has been one man, however, who 
has meant more to the continued use of the 
Library than any other one person. The li- 
brary would not and could not have sus- 
tuined the interest of the public if Mr. S. P. 
Dale, of Oak Hill, Alabama, had not shown 
such a great interest in the welfare of it. 
Since the opening of this library, Mr. Dale 
has given several hundred new and up-to- 
date books, both fiction and non-fiction, 
adult and juvenile. Some of these books 
are classics which have been revived and 
revitalized by the modern publishers. Some 


of the books such as THE PRESIDENCY 
cost as much as $15.00. To this man, the 
the Board is most grateful. 

There must be something psychological in 
having a new library building. Our bor- 
rowers have read a thousand books during 
the months of July and August. This num- 
ber will decrease when school opens this 
fall, as the grades are stocked with wonder- 
ful books and so many of the children read 
those books during the school term. With 
these books in the school and with the books 
in the town library, the Board feels that 
many more of the children are reading con- 
tinuously now than they were three years 
ago. 


VACATION ACTIVITIES AT GENEVA 


By REBEKAH L. KENAN, Librarian, Geneva Public Library 


Vacation activities at Geneva Public Li- 
brary focused on the youngest fry this year. 
Encouraged by last year’s response to a 
story hour for children from four to eight 
years of age, the committee in charge de- 
cided on the same age group for this year, 
with a more varied program. 

An interested high school teacher volun- 
teered to be responsible for showing films 
if a projector could be borrowed, and films 
could be obtained. Others of the committee 
were interested in music, and in stories, and 
in books. Plans boiled down to a three- 
day schedule each week for five weeks. On 
each Monday the person in charge directed 
a program of recorded music, including and 
combined with action games, stories and 
rhythms. These were held in the basement 
and on the lawn. On each Tuesday and 
Wednesday there were two films with stories 
that explained or fitted in with the pictures. 
These films were lent through the courtesy 
of the County School Board from the 
County’s film library. Such films as GREY 
SQUIRREL, A DAY AT THE ZOO, CHIL- 
DREN OF CHINA, and TAKING CARE 


OF THINGS, were fascinating to this group 
of children, who had never seen them at 
school. 

Along with these films, the librarian 
brought out all possible books relative to 
the topics of the day, and the very young 
patrons began to set a library habit which 
will help them to feel at home in the library 
when they really need it. 

The last film on the program was a rented 
one that was of interest to all ages, and in- 
vitations were extended to any who wished 
to come. Mothers, grandmothers, and aunts, 
as well as older brothers and sisters, re- 
sponded. 

An added feature was a week’s exhibit of 
Creative Art work done by children of the 
Geneva Kindergarten. This brought in many 
more fond parents, many of whom had never 
been inside the library. 


On the whole, we feel that the program 


We know that the 
children loved it; we think the parents were 
pleased, and we believe that our library has 
many new friends. 


was a successful one. 
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LRG—AN APPRECIATION 


On the 3lst day of December the State 
of Alabama through political jealousy and 
mean and devious political methods, loses 
one of its and _ colorful 
librarians. I say well-known for both inside 
and outside the State she is assuredly one of 
the most well-known of her profession. 
Speak of Alabama libraries or librarians to 
any group of the same profession anywhere 
in the United States—and maybe the world 
for all I know—and they will immediately 
mention the name of Mrs. Lois Rainer Green. 

We regret immeasurably that her resigna- 
tion must take effect. Alabama libraries and 
the cause of librarianship will long be in 
her debt. The Alabama Public Library Ser- 
vice Division is largely the product of her 
work. 


most well-known 


She, of course, had the assistance 
of many others, but it is largely her keen 
insight into library problems, her indomitable 
courage, and her able direction and man- 
agement that has made the Division the im- 
portant agency that it is in the lives of 
Alabama citizens. 

Let the record speak for her: When Mrs. 
Green assumed office in 1939 there were 
three county libraries, one regional lhiary 
organized by TVA, and fifteen free public 
libraries in the State; today there are eigh- 
teen county libraries, six regional libraries, 
and one provisional one in the making, and 
forty-four free public libraries. When she 
began her work with the State her staff 


consisted of herself and a secretary; today 
there are six full-time members, one _half- 
time member, and two part-time members 
working with the Heritage program. The 
book collection has grown from zero to over 
one hundred and sixty thousand, and this 
number does not count the books given as 
aid to the regional libraries or the establish- 
ment of continuation grants. Twenty-two 
bookmobiles are now carrying books and 
library materials to our rural areas where 
there were only five in 1939. The per capita 
expenditure for public libraries (all funds) 
in the State was five cents in 1939; today 
it is approximately thirty-three and one third 
cents. More important than statistics and 
figures there is today an awakened interest 
on the part of Alabama citizens in the cause 
of good public library service and what such 
service can mean educationally to the State, 
an interest which Mrs. Green has engendered 
by continuous unabated effort. 

Mrs. Green is leaving the Division, but, 
we hope, not Alabama. Her experience, 
ability, and unflagging interest and devotion 
to libraries and good library service to all 
pecple are needed here in her native State, 
where her work for Alabama libraries can 
never be forgotten. Whatever she does, 
wherever she goes, she has the heartfelt 
gratitude and best wishes of librarians and 
all others to whom she brought the knowl- 
edge and love of books. 

John K. Cameron 


Going on the assumption that the avowed educational objective of the American 
public library can only be achieved if the library acquires the important and significant 
books as they are published, a list of the “good” and “notable” books published in the 


last twenty years has been prepared for checking with public library catalogs. 


The list, 


containing 1,209 fiction and non-fiction titles, will be sent, in duplicate, to any public 
library in Alabama able to devote approximately six hours checking time to the job. The 


duplicate copy may be retained by the checking library. 


For copies of the List, write to 


Professor LeRoy C. Merritt, School of Librarianship, University of California, Berkeley 


4, California. 
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FIRST INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS ON MEDICAL 
LIBRARIANSHIP 


JULY 20-25, 1953 


By Mitprep R. Crow, Chief Librarian, University of Alabama Medical Center Library, 
and delegate to the Congress. 


London was the scene of the First Inter- 
national Congress on Medical Librarianship 
which was held from July 20 to 25, 1953. 
Approximately 315 delegates from 32 coun- 
tries and 3 international organizations gather- 
ed together to exchange ideas and to reap 
the benefits that emerge from international 
cooperation and understanding. They attend- 
ed sessions, visited libraries, examined ex- 
hibits and were the recipients of the cordial 
hospitality for which the English people are 
noted, 


The Congress was opened with the ad- 
dress of the president, Sir Cecil Wakeley, 
who said that as President of the Royal 
College of Surgeons he was closely concerned 
with one of the largest libraries in London, 
as a medical editor he was vitally interested 
in medical bibliography and documentation, 
and as a practicing surgeon he had long 
known that “some of the finest consultants 
available are to be found in medical librar- 
ies.” He stated that it was the ever increas- 
ing complexity of modern medicine and the 
constantly growing bulk of variety of its lit- 
erature which had given the medical librar- 
ian his present place in the medical field. 
He complimented the Armed Forces Medical 
Library at Washington for its help in pro- 
viding a guide through the labyrinth of the 
vast medical literature by means of its index, 
Current List of Medical Literature but said 
that no one could be expected to bear such 
a responsibility for long. He pointed out 
that the Congress would afford an unique op- 
portunity to determine ways of inter-library 
and international cooperation in order not 
only to svread this load but to attempt to 
solve other important problems now facing 
the entire profession. 


The 22 vice-presidents who represented 
10 countries were then presented to the pres- 
ident by Mr. W. R. LeFanu, Chairman of 
the Congress Committec. 


Symposia were held on the role of the 
medical librarian in the world today, on the 
history of medical libraries, on classification, 
on medical libraries of the world, on educa- 
tion and training for medical librarianship 
and on the centralization of medical library 
resources. A spirited open forum on the high 
cost of medical periodicals, especially the 
German publications, brought forth many 
suggestions. 

The was devoted to inter- 
national cooperation and to discussion of a 
project for the establishing of an Inter- 
national Medical Library Association. A 
committee consisting of 9 representatives was 
elected by the membership to further the 
work of international cooperation among 
medical librarians and to prepare for a sec- 
ond congress. 


last session 


An outstanding exhibit entitled “Medical 
Periodicals of the World” was formally open- 
ed by Sir Francis Fraser. It contained over 
2,000 journals from 68 different countrics 
thus emphasizing the rapid trend towards 
Another 
excellent exhibit was the one prepared by 
the Armed Forces Medical Library illustrat- 
ing its world wide services. 


specialization in modern medicine. 


Receptions were held at the British Med- 
ical Association House, the Royal College of 
Surgeons, the Wellcome Research Institute, 
the Royal Society of Medicine, the Royal 
College of Physicians, Aslib Headquarters, 
the Royal College of Obstetricians and Gyn- 
ecologists, the Ciba Foundation and the Hall 
of the Worshipful Society of Apothecaries. 

The Congress ended as Lt. Col. F. B. 
Rogers of the Armed Forces Medical Library 
expressed the appreciation of the delegates 
for the excellent program, the opportunity 
afforded to meet librarians from various parts 
of the world, and the delightful hospitality 
extended by the librarians, and physicians of 
England. 
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The (over 


Howard’s Library, situated in the heart 
of the campus, is housed in Montague 
Hall. It was constructed in 1905. In the 
past fifteen years, the Library has been re- 
modeled from two upstairs rooms, to 
include the entire two floors of Montague, 
and an annex to the rear of the building. 


The collection comprises 53,000 books. 
including bound periodicals; 20,000 pam- 
phlets and government publications; 420 
current periodical subscriptions; and 200 
gift subscriptions. In addition to the 
general collection, the Library houses and 
administers a special collection of more 
than 4,000 volumes used only in the 
Nuclear program of general education. 
The Library is a partial depository for 
government publications, and a full de- 
pository for the Long Beach, California, 
Curriculum Development publications. 


The audio-visual materials include mi- 
crofilmed issues of the Birmingham News 
and Age Herald from 1886-1905; early 
issues of the Alabama Baptist; complete 
files of the annuals of the Southern Bap- 
tist Convention; and various other films 
and film strips, including the Baptist 
Home Mission Series. A Recordak micro- 


film reader has recently been installed. 
More than 400 albums of phonograph re- 
cordings of music, literature, and lang- 
uage comprise a part of the collection. 
Radios with earphone attachments make 
it possible for students to use phonograph 
records in the Library as well as in the 
classroom. A combination phonograph 
and television set brings all “great events” 
programs to the College through the Li- 
brary. 

The Library maintains an unusually 
strong bibliographical collection, which 
includes the “Library of Congress Cata- 
log of Printed Cards” and Supplements to 
1953. 

Museums and display cases, bulletin 
boards, and other devices offer attractive 
and worthwhile exhibits of a cultural and 
general interest nature. Books for rec- 
reational reading are displayed on easily 
accessible shelves. 

The Library maintains an “open stack” 
policy, and offers direct access to all 
books for 77 hours each week. 

The staff consists of six professional 
librarians, two clerical and twenty-five 
student assistants. 











Several people have been kind enough to say nice things about the pictures of library 


buildings used on recent covers of AL. It is the editor's desire to use a picture of every 
photogenic library in the state, sooner or later. How about letting the next one be yours? 
Send us a good glossy print, preferably a horizontal view, taken and printed with care, 
showing some trees and some clouds if such are available in your area, and sit back and 


wait for the words of commendation when it appears on the cover. Verbum sat sapienti. 


The F'ftie'h Anniversary Committee is preparing an appropriate brochure for the 
occasion, Several members of the Committee have started a fund to help defray this ex- 
pense. Believing other members of the Association might like to contribute to such a fund 
the Committee has asked Miss Ellen Hildreth, 500 Adams Street, Apt 8, Montgomery, 
to be responsible for the collection of any such money. Please send contributions to her at 
the above address. 
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ALABAMA CHAPTER OF SPECIAL LIBRARIES 
ASSOCIATION ORGANIZED 


\labama librarians took another step for- 
ward professionally when a group of thirty- 
five met and organized the Alabama chapter 
ot the Special Libraries Association at a 
luncheon meeting held at the Tutwiler Hotel 
in Birmingham Friday, October 16, 1953. 

Officers of the new chapter are: President, 
Dr. Jerrold Orne, Montgomery; Vice-Presi- 
dent, Mildred Crowe, Birmingham; Secre- 
tary-Treasurer, Florine Oltman, Montgomery; 
Directors, John McClurkin, Montgomery, and 
Helen Kovacs, Birmingham; Employment 
Chairman, Mrs. Elizabeth Perkins, Montgom- 
ery; Membership Chairman, John McClurkin, 
Montgomery; Bulletin editor, Alice Kingery, 
Tuscaloosa; Science-Technology Chairman, 
Mrs. Cleo Cason, Huntsville. 


Several interesting and worthwhile pro- 
jects are being considered, and the group 
is anxious to have as many members as pos- 
sible to make an organization which can add 
a real contribution to Alabama’s library ac- 
tivities. 

An installation meeting will be held on 
January 25, 1954, at a luncheon at the Of- 
ficers’ Club, Maxwell Air Force Base, Mont- 
gomery. Mrs. Lucile Keck, President of the 
Special Libraries Association, will install the 
new officers. A ranking officer of Air Uni- 
versity will speak on “What makes a special 
library special in an educational institution.” 
It is honed that a large number of Alabama 
librarians will be able to attend and become 
members of this new chapter. 


HOW TO REWARD YOUR TRUSTEES 


Two outstanding trustees of the libraries 
of the nation will be cited by the American 
Library Association at the ALA Annual 
Conference in the Twin Cities, Minneapolis- 
St. Paul, June 20-26. Nominations for the 
1954 Awards must be mailed to the Jury on 
Citation of Trustees, American Library As- 
sociation, 50 East Huron Street, Chicago, 
Illinois, not later than March 15, 1954. 

The citations, which have been awarded 
each year since 1941, are limited to trustees 
in actual service during at least a part of the 
calendar year preceding the ALA Annual 
Conference. Equal consideration is given 


to the service records of trustees of both 
large and small libraries. The jury is inter- 
ested in the state and national library activit- 
ies of the candidates as well as their con- 
tributions to the local library. 

Recommendations must be accompanied 
by a full record of the candidate’s achieve- 
ments, and may be submitted by any library 
board, any individual library trustee, a state 
library association, a state trustee organ- 
ization, a state library extension agency, or by 
the Trustees Section of the ALA Public 
Libraries Division. 


An essay entitled “Of the Author-Librarian’, by W. Stanley Hoole, University of 
Alabama, appeared in the ALA Bulletin, April, 1953. 


Cur apologies to Martha Jule Blackshear, whose name was rather badly garbled in the 
list of Committee Chairmen in the last issue. It is now straightened out. 
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“ALABAMA BOUND’ — III 


By Paut Spence, Aim UNIversiry LIBRARY 


Boles, Paul Darcy. The Streak. Mac- 
millan, 1933. 218 p. $3.00. A novel of 
racing drivers by a resident of Mobile. 

Busch, Francis Xavier. 
hangman.  Bobbs-Merrill, 1953. 301 p. 
$3.75. Another in the “American trials” 
series by a famous trial lawyer who lives 
near Wetumpka. 

Chapman, H. H. The iron and steel in- 
dustries in the South. University of Ala- 
bama press, 1953. 427 p. $6.00. History 
of heavy industry in the South. 

Coleman, William Lawrence. Adams’ 
way. Dutton, 1953. 252 p. $3.00. An 
unorthodox novel laid in Alabama by an 
Alabama author. 

Cook, Robert Dane. The heavenly city. 
Dallas, Mathis, Van Nort, 1953. 162 p. 
$2.50. Book of essays on Heaven and eter- 
nal life by a Methodist minister from North- 
port, Alabama. 

Freeman, Richard B. Ralston Crawford. 
University of Alabama press, 1953. 48 p. 
paper, $1.50; cloth, 2.50. Study of the 
aims and objectives of the American painter 
by the chairman of the Department of Art 
at the University. 


They escaped the 


Hotz, Henry. Three months in the Con- 
federate army; ed. by Richard B. Harwell. 
University of Alabama Press, 1952. 38 p. 
$1.00. A private’s notes about the Third 
Alabama Regiment in Virginia, April-June, 
1861. 

Motte, Jacob R. Journey into the wilder- 
ness; ed. by Capt. James F. Sunderman. 
University of Florida press, 1953. 326 p. 
$6.00. Diary kept by an army surgeon in the 
second Creek war in 1836 in southwest Ala- 
bama and adjacent parts of Georgia. The 
editor is from Maxwell AFB. 


Tilley, John S. Facts the historians leave 
out. Montgomery, Paragon press, 1953. 51 
p. $1.10 for 2 copies. Facts about the South 
that historians frequently omit, by a Mont- 
gomery lawyer. 

Walker, Anne Kendrick. Life and achieve- 
ments of Alfred Montgomery Shook. Bir- 


mingham publishing company, 1952. 205 p. 
Biography of a man connected with TCI 
from 1866 to 1901 and a pioneer in the de- 
velopment of the Birmingham district. 

Worley, Dorothy. A halo for Dr. Michael. 
Avalon books, 1953. 153 p. $2.50. Novel by 
a Montgomery business woman. 

Harris Seale. Death of the National 
Democratic Party. Birmingham, Privately 
printed, 1952. 100 p. 

Johnson, James Ralph. Mountain bob- 
cat. Wilcox & Follett, 1953. 160 p. Novel 
for children by a DeKalb County man, set 
in Little River Canyon on Lookout Moun- 
tain, DeKalb County. 

Jones, Walter Burgwyn. 
judge’s handbook. Montgomery, Privately 
printed, 1953. Discusses laws, e‘hics, tradi- 
tions of Alabama circuit court. Includes 
biographical sketches of Alabama Circuit 
Judges and list of active lawyers in Alabama. 


Alabama circuit 


Judge Jones lives in Montgomery. 


Jones, Walter Burgwyn. Alabama jury 
instructions. 2 vols. St. Paul, Minnesota, 
West Publishing Company, 1953. Out- 
standing work on Alabama law of instruction 
including about 3,000 alphabetically: arrang- 
ed civil and criminal forms approved by 
Alabama courts. 

Long, Arthur R. Climatological summary 
for Montgomery [Alabama] 1872-1952. 
Montgomery, Mimeographed, 1953. 55 p. 
Historical summary of Montgomery Weather 
by the meteorologist in charge of the U. S. 
Weather Bureau of that city. 


McCormick, John. Huntsville, Alabama, 
Rocket City. Huntsville, Record Business 
Service and Publishing Co., 1953. History 
of Huntsville, with illustrations by Richard 
Brough, Associate Professor of Art at the 
University of Alabama. The author is an 
English instructor at the University. 

Morgan, Edward P., ed. This I believe. 
Simon & Schuster, 1952. 200 p. $3.00 (Paper 
ed., $1.00). Along with statements of lead- 
ing figures from the entire nation is one 
by Alabama’s own Helen Keller. 
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North Carolina. Department of Archives 


and History. The papers of Willie Person 


Mangum, Vol. II; ed. by Henry Thomas 
Shanks. Raleigh, North Carolina Depart- 
ment of Archives and History, 1953. Editor 
is Déan Shanks, of Birmingham-Southern 
College. 


Pearson, Rush H. Your success depends 
upon you. Montgomery, Paragon Press, 
1953. $5.00. Written by a Montgomery 
personnel counselor, with an introduction by 
Donald Comer, of Avondale Mills. 


Rogers, Albert Henry. Firearms of yes- 
terday. New York, Vantage Press, 1953. 
52 p. Historical description of American 
firearms by a Gadsden, Alabama, gun col- 
lector. 


Schenck, Gretchen K. County and re- 
gional library development. ALA, 1953. 
288 p. Work on administration, operation, 
and role of county and regional libraries, by 
a prominent Alabama Librarian. 


Scruggs, J. H., Jr. Alabama steamboats, 
1819-1869. Birmingham, Privately printed, 
1953. Names and statistics of early steam- 
boats in Alabama. 

Shely, Pat. The thorns cut deeply. Banner 
Press, 1953. Poems by a physical education 
instructor at Troy State Teachers College. 

Sorenson, Virginia. Curious Missie. Har- 
court, Brace, 1953. 224 p. Children’s story 
of a little Alabama girl who talked to the 
county officials about providing a_book- 
mobile for her county. The Author rode 
bookmobiles in Alabama counties gathering 
material while her husband. was on the 
faculty at API. Dedication is to four Ala- 
bama librarians. 

Thompson, Wesley S. Tories of the hills. 
Boston, Christopher Publishing House, 1953. 
Novel about North Alabama during and 
after the War between the States by a native 
of Marion County. 

U. S. Bureau of Ships. Technical Library. 
Union list of serials in naval libraries of the 
Washington area. Edited by Lola Wycoff 
Stephens and Sarah McClurkin Motherwell. 
Washington, Department of the Navy, 1952. 
181 p. Mrs. Motherwell is a native of Wilcox 
County. 


Store TWICE as many books 


in your present floor space 
with STOR-MOR book drawers 


These smooth-operating, space-saving z 
drawers, spanning every other range aisle, 3 
now enable you to increase your present & 
book storage capacity by as much as 
114%. Ames Stor-Mor Book Drawers are 
easily installed, using the uprights of 
your present freestanding or multi-tier 2 
steel shelving, or by making complete & 
installation for new buildings. Drawers & 
are adjustable and freely interchangeable 
with regular shelves. 


Our helpful illustrated folder will show you 
how compact storage using Stor-Mor Book 
Drawers can substantially increase your 2 
storage space. Write for a copy today. % 


* Trade Mark 


W.R.AMES CO. 


Established 1910 
BOOKSTACK DIVISION 
150 Hooper Street, San Francisco 7, California 


Representatives in Principal Cities 


FREESTANDING STEEL LIBRARY SHELVING © MULTI-TIER 
BOOKSTACK CONSTRUCTION » BOOKSTACK ACCESSORIES 








Farber 


MILDRED JOHNSON, graduate of Judson 
and of Columbia’s School of Library Ser- 
vice, is the new Librarian at Jacksonville 
STC. She has been in public school library 
work in Birmingham and Jacksonville, has 
taught library science at Appalachian STC, 
Boone, N.C., and is a former president of 
the Alabama Library Association. 

New Librarian at Livingston STC is 
Evan Ira Farsenr, native of New York City, 


holder of three degrees from the University 
of North Carolina (political science and li- 


brary science). He has also done graduate 
work at Princeton and taught political science 
at Princeton and the University of Massa- 
chusetts, and worked in the UNC library. 
He is married and has two 
daughters. 


very young 


RoBert Somers, born in Connecticut, 
graduate of Wesleyan (the one in Connecti- 
cut, he emphasizes), former law student at 
the University of Connecticut, product of 
the Library School at FSU, is a new member 
of the Air University Periodicals Section. 
During the war, he was in the Merchant 


Somers 
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Ooton 


Marine Cadet Corps and the Army. His 
wife is from this part of the country. 


HELEN HopewE Lt is new Chief of the 
Books Section, Circulation Branch, Air Uni- 
versity. Born in Birmingham, she holds 
degrees from the University of Alabama and 
FSU, and worked for several years in the 
University of Alabama Library before tak- 
ing her present position. 


Mary JANE Fincu, native of Detroit, and 
graduate of Alabama and FSU, has joined 
the Acquisitions Section of Air University. 
Before becoming a librarian she managed a 
women’s ready-to-wear store. 


INEz E. Ooton is the new Assistant Li- 
brarian at the Air War College, Maxwell 
AFB. She is a native of Kansas, grew up 
in Florida, went to school at FSU and 
Emory’s library school, and has spent most 
of her career in government work, including 
a stretch as a WAC during the war and 
work with the Base Library, Eglin AFB, 
Florida. 


Mrs. Mattie Bibb Edmundson has the sympathy of the Association in the recent death 


of her mother. 


Miss Mattie Bibb was the first trained librarian in Montgomery. 


She was 


for a time assistant at the Montgomery Public Library, and is now librarian of the State 


Highway Department. 
first meeting, in 1904. 


She is a life member of the Association, and was present at the 
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LITANY ON A NEW SUBJECT GROUP INTRODUCED 
BY SECOND HAND BOOKSELLERS 


By Bos Bett, Mobile Public Library 


(By and large, your editor views with a decidedly jaundiced eye the publication of 
poctry in this magazine. In fact, while he concedes a certain amount of value in the 
composition of verse as a form of mental exercise, he firmly believes that at least ninety 
percent of that written should never be read by anyone but its author, and that fully 
ninety-nine percent should never, never be consigned to print. This little gem, he feels, is 
in the other one percent.—RML ) 


They didn’t ston with Alabamiana 

But added such absurdities 

As Iowiana, Louisianiana, 

And even author’s names, and sometimes these: 
Virginiana, Indianiana, 

North and South Dakotiana — Whew! 

It’s probably out of place to ask: 

What’s happened to “about”, “pertaining to”? 
But since things are already as they are, 
Someone better get off his Fannyana 

And do a comprehensive work such as: 
“Bibliography of Inaniana.” 


Verna Nistendirk, who came to Alabama last winter as Field Representative for the 
state Public Library Service Division, has gone to Sedalia, Missouri, as Librarian of the 
newly established regional library which has its headquarters there. 


; ...that for 75 years Library Bureau has built furniture and 

- equipment of only one quality—the best. Your library’s 

present — and its future—are secure when you buy 
LB equipment. Write or phone for Folder LB 604 


When you write to advertisers, mention the ALABAMA LIBRARIAN 
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From the Editor .. . 


This issue of AL is the smallest the current 
editor has handled. In a way, that’s good: 
it costs less. But in another and more 
important way it isn’t good. It is small 
because we just didn’t have enough usable 
material on hand to fill a larger issue. 


Can it be that Alabama’s libraries and 
librarians are so dull, so drab, so devoid of 
interest that there is nothing worth saying 
by or about them? We doubt it. Can it 
be that it is “true what they say about 
Dixie” —gthat the climate gets into our 
bones and does something to our minds that 
makes us lazy and unproductive? Again 
we say no: we've seen too many develop- 
ments in other fields to believe that. 


But we do maintain that there is some- 
thing wrong when an Association of over 
400 members, all coming from what is pre- 
sumably a highly literate profession, and all 
vitally interested in advancing the cause of 
librarianship in Alabama, cannot rustle up 
between them cnough usable material to 
fill twenty pages every three months. 

However, we do not believe it to be a 
situation that cannot be remedied. Rather, 
we think it is just a case of our needing 
to point out our wants to the proper people 


THe ALABAMA LIBRARIAN 


at the proper time. Consider, for example, 


our “Who’s New” section. It is a safe bet 
that there are at least 80 new librarians in 
the state each year. That’s 20 for each 
Do we get information on that many? 
See for yourself! 


issue. 
If you are new, or if you 
know someone who is, send us, or persuade 
the newcomer to send, a brief sketch and a 
picture. Such announcements are a service 
to the individual, to the Association, and to 
the profession. 

And consider the various library meetings 
about the state where speeches are given 
and papers are read. It is true, of course, 
that many a splendid speech makes poor 
reading, but it’s also true that a great many 
such papers make good reading, contain 
good ideas, and should be shared. If you 
have such a paper, send it in. We'll shorten 
it if it is too long, smooth the rough edges 
if any there be, or return it if we can’t use 
it with such a nice rejection letter that you 
may want to frame it. 

These are just two examples of what we 
need. Anything you write and we publish 
is good for the magazine, good for the Asso- 
ciation, and good for your own professional 
development. 


—RML 


As we go to press, word comes in that the Carnegie Library at Anniston has been 


selected by the American Library Association’s Office for Adult Education to receive $3,700, 
one of twenty sub-grants to libraries all over the nation for the purpose of “stimulating the 
initiation and development of adult education services to adult and young adult community 
groups.” These sub-grants were made from a $100,000 grant to ALA from the Fund for 
Adult Education, an independent organization established by the Ford Foundation. The 
grant will be spent to conduct a survey of educational needs and resources in the com- 
munity, catalog the results, and plan a program of action by which the library and the 
community can put into use the findings of the survey. 


Mary P. Trammell, formerly with the Technical Services Division, Air University Li- 
brary, is now Assistant Librarian in Charge of Serials, Medical Library, University of Ten- 
nessee, Memphis. 
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CAN YOU USE $1,000? 


Librarians working with children and 
young people in either public libraries or in 
schools are eligible to apply for the E. P. 
Dutton-John Macrae Award for Advanced 
Study in the Field of Library Work with 
Children and Young People, the American 
Library Association announces. 

rhis annual award of $1,000 was estab- 
lished in July, 1952, by the E. P. Dutton 
Company as part of its centennial celebra- 
tion. It is in honor of two former presidents 
of the company. The Award is made and is 
adininistered by the American Library Asso- 
ciation. 





MARADOR PLASTIC BINDERS 


New equipment and streamlined construction have reduced our costs 
of manufacture. The Penny Pincher is made of the same materials as 
the Marador Challenger and is cqually durable. 

NO REDUCTION IN QUALITY 


MARADOR CORPORATION 
1722 GLENDALE BOULEVARD, LOS ANGELES 26, CALIFORNIA 


Proposals submitted must indicate clear 
possibilities of contributing to library service 
to children and young people as well as to 
the professional growth of the recipient. The 
award may be used for formal advanced 
study in librarianship or related fields or for 
informal advanced study and investigation 
through directed services in an established 
children’s or young people’s department in a 
public library or in a school library, or 
through other appropriate projects. Applica- 
tions for the 1954-55 award must be received 
by March 15. 





PHONOGRAPH 
RECORD HOLDERS 


L P RECORD HOLDERS 











Now available with 
GREEN or TAN 
Pressboard Covers 

for 10 and 12 inch Records! 


Envelopes arranged so 
the records won't slip out. 
See catalog pages 34 and 35. 


LIBRARY SUPPLIES 
SYRACUSE « NEW YORK 


Mrs. Ramona Wood, head librarian at Jacksonville State Teachers College since 1921, 


died suddenly on August 30 at her home. 


She was a graduate of the old State Normal. 
and held library science and master’s degrees from Peabody College. 


She had been an 


outstanding citizen of Jacksonville for the past thirty-five years. 
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MILITARY LIBRARIANS SECTION OF SPECIAL 
LIBRARIES FORMED 


In June, at the annual meeting of S. L. A. 
in Toronto, the Council authorized the estab- 
lishment of a Military Librarians Section as a 
component of the Social Sciences Division 
of the S. L. A. In July, Mrs. Ellen Commons, 
Chairman of the Social Sciences Division, ap- 
pointed Dr. Jerrold Orne, as Chairman of 
the new section. 

A Washington, D. C. group recently has 
made the first steps toward establishing a 
local group of military librarians, and has 


already taken the first steps toward starting 
a group project, a union list of foreign mil- 
itary serials. At their first meeting, 92 lib- 
rarians attended. 

A national program for the military librar- 
ians will soon be announced, and all who are 
interested in participating should write to 
Dr. Jerrold Orne or Miss Florine Oltman, Air 
University Library, Maxwell Air Force Base, 
Montgomery. 


Arthur T. Kittle, Chief of the Acquisitions Section, Air University Library, has resigned 
to become Librarian at St. Paul’s School, Concord, New Hampshire. 


Clyde Cantrell, Director of Libraries, API, has been appointed as ACRL representative 
from the state of Alabama for the remainder of 1953 and 1954. Anyone in the college or 
university fields having questions about the activities or programs of ACRL or ALA is in- 
vited to refer them to him for channeling to the proper authorities. 








CERTIFIED 
LIBRARY BINDERY 


324 E. NINTH STREET 








TRIED — with difficult BINDING PROBLEMS 
PROVED -— by SATISFACTORY PERFORMANCE 
ACCEPTED -— by our CUSTOMERS 

WORTHY -— of their PATRONAGE 

CERTIFIED — by the LIBRARY BINDING INSTITUTE 


peut Guild 


BINDERY, INC. 


CINCINNATI 2, OHIO 
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Send Your COMPLETE Book Orders to: 


THE JENKINS BOOK COMPANY 


WHOLESALE BOOKSELLERS 


740 St. Charles Ave. 
NEW ORLEANS 12, LA. 





“The 
JBC 














We have excellent books for your 
school and city library. Our prices, 
bindings, and service are unequal- 
led. Free catalogues and graded 


lists are yours for the asking. 


Junior Library Guild of America 

Young People’s Division of Literary Guild 
Literary Guild of America 

Doubleday Pre-bound Juveniles 

Doubleday and Garden City Books 


Doubleday & Co., Inc. 


Institutional Dept. 
Garden City, N. Y. 


By courtesy of—L. Sandsmark 
Representative 





























Alabama Librarians: 
To do the best job for your library, you 
need a copy of 
HUNTTING’S STANDARD 
JUVENILE CATALOG 


which includes over 6000 titles offered in 
four styles of bindings with helpful com- 
mendations of book selecting organiza- 
tions indicated. 
If you are not already on our mailing list, 
send for your copy today 
* * * 

Also, available on request: 
Huntting’s Catalog of New Juveniles 
An annotated list, issued each 
Spring and Fall 
Huntting’s Monthly List 
Includes, with comments, current 
Adult Fiction and Non-Fiction 


THE H. R. HUNTTING CO. 
29 Worthington Street 
Springfield 3, Massachusetts 


49 Years of Service to Libraries 

















SINCE 1906 


BOOKS OLD AND NEW 


NEW ORLEANS 12, LOUISIANA 


SK about our plan 
for increasing your 
book budget by sending 
discards and duplicates 
for credit. 
e 


Wholesalers and Distributors 
For All Publishers 
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Books... and Sewice 
from McCLURG’S 


McClurg’s, with over half a century of specialized library 
service, is equipped to serve you well! Our Staff is skilled in 
the handling of Library, School and College book orders. 

We welcome your patronage . . 


. and the opportunity to 
serve you. 


A.C. McCLURG G CO. 


“Since 1844” 


333 East Ontario Street e Chicago 11, Illinois 


“Serving Librarians Is Our Business” 
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WALTER J. JOHNSON, INC. 
SALE AND ACQUISITION OF 


* Scientific periodicals: complete sets, short runs, 
single volumes—all fields, all languages 


* Scientific books: out-of-print—domestic, foreign 


* Complete subscription service for domestic and foreign 
periodicals 


All new books of U. S. and foreign publishers 


Send requirements and offers to 


WALTER J. JOHNSON, INC. 
; 125 East 23 Street, New York 10, N. Y. 
Telephone: ORegon 7-6713 

Branch offices in London and Frankfurt 


Catalogues available on request 











DLELLEEEEEELEEEELE ELLIE ESSE. 


Cable address: BOOKJOHNS, N. Y. : 
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